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OPTIMIZED PROCESS AND AERATION
PERFORMANCE WITH AN ADVANCED
CONTROL ALGORITHM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/727,517, filed Nov. 16, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a wastewater treatment
process, and in particular, to an automatically controlled
wastewater treatment process.

2. Description of Related Art

Current wastewater treatment batch processes use a time
activated system that introduces influent wastewater into a
containment device and then treats the wastewater under
various conditions. The treatment phase is often referred to
as the reaction phase where aerobic, anoxic, and/or anaero-
bic conditions are used to treat influent wastewater. Under
aerobic conditions, dissolved oxygen is introduced into the
containment device and mixed with the influent wastewater
and various microorganisms. The aerobic conditions convert
ammonium and organic nitrogen found in the wastewater to
nitrate. This is commonly referred to as nitrification. As used
herein, ammonium (NH,) is used to describe ammonia
(NH;), ammonia as nitrogen (NH;—N), and ammonium as
nitrogen (NH,—N). Some treatment processes also use
anoxic conditions to convert the nitrate to nitrogen gas,
which is referred to as denitrification. Denitrification of the
wastewater is achieved by mixing nitrate and microorgan-
isms in the absence of dissolved oxygen.

Further, when phosphorous is present in the wastewater,
the phosphorous is removed using anaerobic conditions
followed by subsequent aerobic conditions. During an
anaerobic process, wastewater and microorganisms are
mixed together in the absence of both dissolved and chemi-
cally bound oxygen. Phosphorus is released by the micro-
organisms under anaerobic conditions and subsequently
taken back up by the microorganisms in excess of what the
microorganisms would normally take up without being
introduced to anaerobic conditions.

The reaction phase is controlled by a logic program that
uses periods of time inputted by an operator to promote the
aerobic, anoxic, and anaerobic conditions. For example, in
order to control the aerobic conditions during the reaction
phase, the speed setpoint of an aeration system is controlled
based on readings from dissolved oxygen (DO) instruments
and an operator inputted DO setpoint.

As can be seen from the steps described above, one
drawback to the current treatment processes is the need to
manually input information in the system. The process of
manually inputting information into a control unit to deter-
mine and adjust the DO setpoint and the amount of aerobic,
anoxic, and anaerobic time required for each treatment cycle
is inefficient and burdensome. A need therefore exists for a
system that can automatically adjust the parameters of a
wastewater treatment process in order to optimize the efflu-
ent water quality of each treatment cycle and to minimize the
energy used through the entire treatment process.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment according to the present invention, a
method for automatically controlling nitrification capacity in
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a water source includes: measuring nitrogen and temperature
in a water source; determining at the start of a treatment
cycle for the water source an amount of nitrogen to be
nitrified during the treatment cycle; calculating a dissolved
oxygen setpoint, a time period of an aerobic treatment phase,
or a combination thereof from the amount of nitrogen to be
nitrified; and dissolving oxygen into the water source. The
amount and duration of oxygen dissolved into the water
source is automatically controlled by a control unit based on
the calculated dissolved oxygen set point, the time period of
an aerobic treatment phase, or a combination thereof.

In certain embodiments, the present invention is directed
to a method for automatically controlling denitrification
capacity in a water source. The method includes: measuring
nitrogen and temperature in a water source; determining at
the start of a treatment cycle for the water source an amount
of nitrogen to be denitrified during the treatment cycle;
calculating a time period of an anoxic treatment phase for
denitrification; and terminating an oxygen supply to the
water source. The duration of the termination of the oxygen
supply is automatically controlled by a control unit based on
the calculated time period for the anoxic treatment phase.

In certain embodiments, the present invention is directed
to a method for automatically controlling solids retention
time (SRT) in a water source. The method includes: mea-
suring total suspended solids, ammonium, nitrate, tempera-
ture, or a combination thereof in a water source; determining
an amount of biomass wasted; calculating a nitrifier growth
rate for the water source; calculating a target SRT for the
water source using the nitrifier growth rate; and calculating
a target amount of biomass to be wasted. The target amount
of biomass to be wasted is automatically controlled by a
control unit based on modifying a duration of wasting, a
flow rate of wasting or a combination thereof.

In certain embodiments, the present invention is directed
to a method for automatically controlling the removal of
water from a containment device, the method comprising:
measuring water level, water flow, sludge blanket height, or
a combination thereof in a water source within a contain-
ment device; determining at the start of a decant phase of a
treatment cycle for the water source a hydraulic performance
of a previous treatment cycle, the current treatment cycle, a
predicted treatment cycle, or a combination thereof; calcu-
lating a volume of water to be removed from the contain-
ment device for a given treatment cycle using the hydraulic
performance of previous treatment cycles, the current treat-
ment cycle, the predicted treatment cycle, or a combination
thereof; and terminating the removal of water from the
containment device once the calculated volume of water to
be removed from the containment device for a given treat-
ment cycle has been achieved. The volume of water
removed from the containment device is automatically con-
trolled by a control unit by monitoring a water level in the
containment device or a water flow rate of the effluent B
from the containment device.

In certain embodiments, the present invention is directed
to a method for automatically controlling biological phos-
phorus removal in a water source. The method includes:
measuring a parameter selected from nitrate, phosphorus or
a combination thereof in a water source; determining a
length of an anaerobic phase of a treatment cycle based on
the parameters measured in the water source; restricting an
oxygen supply to the water source, wherein the duration of
the restriction of oxygen supply is automatically controlled
by a control unit based on the parameters measured in the
water source or a predetermined time period; and dissolving
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oxygen in the water source after the time period for the
restriction of oxygen is determined to be completed.

In certain embodiments, the present invention is directed
to a method for automatically controlling simultaneous
nitrification and denitrification in a water source. The
method includes: measuring ammonium and nitrate in a
water source; calculating a first order derivative based on the
measured ammonium and nitrate in the water source; cal-
culating a second order derivative based on the measured
ammonium and nitrate in the water source; and using the
first order derivative, second order derivative, or combina-
tion thereof to enable and disable a supply of oxygen to the
water source. The oxygen supply is automatically controlled
by a control unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side view of a containment device for treating
wastewater in accordance with an embodiment of the pres-
ent invention;

FIG. 2 is a top view of multiple containment devices for
treating wastewater in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 3 is schematic diagram depicting the monitoring and
transfer of data in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is schematic diagram depicting the monitoring and
transfer of data in accordance with another embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a graph depicting the impact of the nitrification
rate and DO setpoint in relation to the required aerobic time
in accordance with multiple embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 6A is a flowchart that illustrates a portion of the logic
of one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6B is a flowchart that illustrates the second portion
of the logic in FIG. 6A;

FIG. 7 is a side view of a containment device for treating
wastewater having a pre-reaction wall in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart that illustrates the logic of another
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF DETAILED
EMBODIMENTS

For purposes of the description hereinafter, the terms
“upper,” “lower,” “right,” “left,” “vertical,” “horizontal,”
“top,” “bottom,” “lateral,” “longitudinal,” and derivatives
thereof shall relate to the invention as it is oriented in the
drawing figures. However, it is to be understood that the
invention may assume alternative variations and step
sequences, except where expressly specified to the contrary.
It is also to be understood that the specific devices and
processes illustrated in the attached drawings, and described
in the following specification, are simply exemplary
embodiments of the invention. Hence, specific dimensions
and other physical characteristics related to the embodi-
ments disclosed herein are not to be considered as limiting.

Moreover, other than in any operating examples, or where
otherwise indicated, all numbers expressing, for example,
quantities used in the specification and claims are to be
understood as being modified in all instances by the term
“about.” Accordingly, unless indicated to the contrary, the
numerical parameters set forth in the following specification
and attached claims are approximations that may vary
depending upon the desired properties to be obtained by the
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present invention. At the very least, each numerical param-
eter should at least be construed in light of the number of
reported significant digits and by applying ordinary round-
ing techniques.

Also, it should be understood that any numerical range
recited herein is intended to include all sub-ranges subsumed
therein. For example, a range of “1 to 10” is intended to
include all sub-ranges between (and including) the recited
minimum value of 1 and the recited maximum value of 10,
that is, having a minimum value equal to or greater than 1
and a maximum value of equal to or less than 10.

In this application, the use of the singular includes the
plural and plural encompasses singular, unless specifically
stated otherwise. In addition, in this application, the use of
“or” means “and/or” unless specifically stated otherwise,
even though “and/or” may be explicitly used in certain
instances.

As indicated above, the present invention relates to a
wastewater treatment process. The wastewater treatment
processes can be used with any water source. As used herein,
“water source” includes, but is not limited to, influent
wastewater, the wastewater in the containment device and/or
the effluent wastewater. In certain embodiments, as shown in
FIG. 1, the process involves the use of a containment device
1 having a first end 2 where influent wastewater enters the
containment device 1 and a second end 3 where effluent
water exits the containment device 1. The flow of influent
water into the first end 2 of the containment device 1 is
illustrated as reference letter A in FIG. 1 and the flow of
effluent water out of the second end 3 of the containment
device 1 is illustrated as reference letter B in FIG. 1.

In one embodiment, the containment device 1 is a batch
reactor. However, other containment devices 1 can be used
with the present invention. Non-limiting examples of con-
tainment devices 1 that are suitable for use with the present
invention include various types of basins, tanks, and vessels.
The present invention can use a single containment device 1
as shown in FIG. 1 or a multiple containment device system
20 having at least a first containment device 21 and a second
containment device 22 as shown in FIG. 2. The multiple
containment device system 20 can utilize as many contain-
ment devices as necessary. Referring to FIG. 2, a plurality of
valves 24 and control units 26 can be used to introduce
influent wastewater into the containment devices 21, 22 of
the multiple containment device system 20 at intermittent
intervals.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the containment device 1 can
include an aeration system 10. The aeration system 10
delivers air to the containment device 1. The air delivered
from the aeration system 10 circulates through and mixes
with the influent wastewater and microorganisms located in
the containment device 1. Various aeration systems 10 can
be used with the present invention. For instance, the aeration
system 10 can include blowers, air valves (automated,
modulating and/or manual), an air piping arrangement, and
diffusers submerged within and positioned near the bottom
of the containment device 1. Non-limiting examples of
blowers that are suitable for use with the present invention
include positive displacement blowers, rotary screw blow-
ers, high speed turbo blowers, and centrifugal blowers.
Non-limiting examples of diffusers that are suitable for use
with the present invention include membrane diffusers such
as fine bubble diffusers and coarse bubble diffusers. Other
non-limiting examples of aeration systems 10 suitable for
use with the present invention utilize jet aerators, aspirators,
and various mechanical aerators. The proximity of the
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aeration system 10 within the containment device 1 will
depend on the type aeration system 10 used with the present
invention.

The containment device 1 can further include instruments
4 (see FIG. 1) that can analyze, detect, and monitor various
conditions and environments of a water source. Non-limit-
ing examples of instruments 4 that can be used with the
present invention include those that use a probe inserted into
a containment device to measure a parameter and those that
pull a sample from the containment device to measure a
parameter of one or more of the following parameters:
dissolved oxygen (DO), ammonium (NH,), chemical oxy-
gen demand (COD), oxidation reduction potential (ORP),
total suspended solids (TSS), nitrate (NO,), nitrite (NO,),
total nitrogen (TN), orthophosphate (PO,), total phosphorus
(TP), temperature, water level, sludge blanket and pH.
Various types of instruments 4 including the ones described
above can be used together, individually, or in different
combinations in a single containment device 1 or in a
multiple containment device system 20. In addition, certain
instruments 4 can be used to measure more than one
parameter. For example, a single instrument 4 can measure
both NH, and NO;. In certain embodiments, a single con-
tainment device system 1 contains several instruments 4 of
the same type. For example, a single containment device 1
can have more than one DO instrument.

As shown in FIG. 3, each instrument 4 can be connected
to a different terminal 6 that can interpret and format the data
and information detected and collected by the instruments 4.
Accordingly, in one embodiment, a DO instrument is con-
nected to and in communication with a DO terminal, and an
ORP instrument is connected to and in communication with
an ORP terminal. Alternatively, and as shown in FIG. 4, the
instruments 4 can be connected to a single terminal 6. The
instruments 4 can also be connected to a network of termi-
nals 6. The instruments 4 can be connected to the terminals
6 with the use of wires. In another embodiment, the instru-
ments 4 are connected to the terminals 6 by a wireless
connection. In certain embodiments, the instruments 4
directly communicate and transmit data and information to
the terminal 6. Alternatively, the instruments 4 can commu-
nicate and transmit data and information indirectly to the
terminals 6. As used herein, “indirect communication” refers
to the transfer of data and information from one device to
another with the use of an intermediate component.

After data collected by the instruments 4 are formatted by
the terminals 6, the formatted information is transferred to
and computed by a control unit 8. In one embodiment, the
control unit 8 is a programmable logic controller (PLC).
Other non-limiting examples of control units 8 that are
suitable for use with the present invention include micro-
processors and computers. The control unit 8 can be pro-
grammed to control the treatment process based on the data
and information collected by the instruments 4 and format-
ted by the terminals 6. For example, the control unit 8 can
use logic to automatically control the duration of the reac-
tion phase of the wastewater treatment process of the present
invention, which is described in detail below.

In one embodiment according to the present invention, the
nitrification capacity of the activated sludge process is
automatically controlled by adjusting the DO setpoint based
on identifying the amount of nitrogen to be nitrified during
a given treatment cycle. The amount of nitrogen to be
nitrified during a given treatment cycle is identified at the
start of the cycle, after the contents of the containment
device 1 are completely mixed. In certain embodiments,
ammonium (NH,) instruments 4 located in the containment
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device 1, in the effluent wastewater stream B and/or in the
influent wastewater stream A can be used to measure the
amount of nitrogen and the temperature in the water source.
The amount of nitrogen measured in the water source is
compared with an inputted target nitrogen setpoint to predict
and identify the amount of nitrogen to be nitrified over the
treatment cycle. The target nitrogen setpoint is the nitrogen
level that is desired and inputted by a user. COD instruments
can be used to predict the organic material available and TSS
instruments can be used to identify the biomass present in
the containment device 1. Additional instruments including,
but not limited to, ORP, NO;, NO,, water level, pH, and
temperature instruments may be used individually or in
combination to modify or further monitor other process
parameters.

Based on the initial amount of nitrogen that needs to be
nitrified and the nitrifying mass or concentration available,
a nitrification kinetic equation can be used to calculate a
target DO setpoint to be maintained by the control system,
such as a control unit 8, to convert ammonium and organic
nitrogen to nitrate. The DO concentration can be determined
by establishing the relationship between DO and nitrification
rate. As used herein, “nitrification rate” refers to rate at
which ammonium and organic nitrogen are converted to
nitrate. One example of how a nitrification kinetic equation
can be used to calculate a target DO setpoint is shown below:

_ (Ko)(NR)INH4 + Ky]
"~ (NRuax)(NHy) — (NRx)INH, + Ky]

DO
which is derived from the nitrification kinetics equation:

NRy :NRMAX[—DO ][—NH“ ]
DO+ Ko NH4 + Ky

where NR =nitrification rate, NR,,,,=maximum nitrifica-
tion rate, DO=dissolved oxygen concentration, K,=half
saturation constant for dissolved oxygen, NH,=effluent
ammonium concentration, and K,~=half saturation constant
for nitrifiers. The nitrification rate for the water source can
be determined by the following equation:

Nwir

NR: = SIssxAT

where NR =nitrification rate, N, =amount of nitrogen to be
nitrified, MLSS=amount of biomass in containment device
1, and AT=aerobic time. The aerobic time can be determined
by using DO readings received from the DO instrument 4 in
the containment device 1. The nitrification rate and the
maximum nitrification rate can also be determined from
previously conducted water treatment cycles, from the cur-
rent water treatment cycle, and/or from an established nitri-
fication rate. As used herein, an “established nitrification
rate” is one that can be readily found in literature or
calculated from other water sources. In the event it is
determined that the target nitrogen setpoint will not be
reached, the system will use real-time data from the instru-
ments to adjust or correct the control algorithm during the
reaction phase.

In another embodiment according to the present inven-
tion, the nitrification capacity of the activated sludge process
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can also be controlled by adjusting the aerobic time within
the treatment cycle based on the amount of nitrogen to be
nitrified during a given treatment cycle and a nitrification
rate where the nitrification rate can be determined from
previously conducted water treatment cycles, from the cur-
rent water treatment cycle and/or from an established nitri-
fication rate. The length of aerobic time for a given cycle can
be determined by using a specific nitrification rate for the
treatment cycle and the amount of nitrogen to be nitrified
during the treatment cycle. The amount of nitrogen to be
treated during a given treatment cycle is identified at the start
of the cycle, after the contents of the containment device 1
are completely mixed. To stabilize the specific nitrification
rate, DO instruments are used with the control unit 8 to keep
the DO concentration in the containment device 1 as close
to a DO setpoint (calculated by the logic or inputted by a
user) as possible. Ammonium and/or NO; instruments are
used to determine the change in NH, and NO; concentration.
The change in NH,, and/or NO; concentration in combina-
tion with the TSS instruments can be used to calculate a
specific nitrification rate for all or for portions of the reaction
phase of the treatment cycle. The NH, and/or NO; instru-
ments are also used for continuous feedback of real-time
NH,, and/or NO; concentrations in the containment device 1.
Additional instruments including, but not limited to, COD,
ORP, water level, pH, and temperature instruments may be
used individually or in combination to modity or further
monitor other process parameters. FIG. 5 shows how an
example dissolved oxygen setpoint can result in achieving
the target effluent ammonium over the entire aerobic time
period, while another dissolved oxygen setpoint can result in
achieving the target effluent ammonium over a shorter
aerobic time period.

Based on the amount of nitrogen that needs to be nitrified
and the nitrifying mass available, a nitrification kinetic
equation can be used to calculate the total time required for
the aerobic treatment process per cycle. The nitrification
kinetic equation that can be used to calculate the total
treatment time required for the aerobic treatment process per
cycle is shown below:

Nyt

AT=—T
MLSS x NRx

where NR =nitrification rate, N,,;~amount of nitrogen to be
nitrified, MLSS=amount of biomass in containment device
1, and AT=aerobic time per cycle. In the event that it is
determined the target nitrogen setpoint will not be reached,
the system will use real-time data from the instruments to
adjust or correct the control algorithm during the reaction
phase.

By using either of the processes described above to
automatically control the nitrification capacity of the acti-
vated sludge process, the energy consumption of the system
is reduced by selecting the minimum DO setpoint for
operating the process and/or minimizing the aeration time
within each treatment cycle. Controlling and supplying
oxygen in this fashion not only minimizes excessive supply
of oxygen, but it also supplies oxygen in a low DO envi-
ronment which enhances oxygen transfer efficiency.

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, the
denitrification capacity of the activated sludge process is
automatically controlled by adjusting the time period of an
anoxic treatment phase by identifying the amount of nitro-
gen to be denitrified during a given treatment cycle. The
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amount of nitrogen to be denitrified during a given treatment
cycle is identified at the start of the cycle, after the contents
of the containment device 1 are completely mixed. Instru-
ments 4 located in the containment device 1, in the effluent
wastewater stream B and/or in the influent wastewater
stream A can be used to measure the amount of nitrogen and
the temperature in the wastewater. The amount of nitrogen
to be nitrified is compared to an inputted target nitrogen
setpoint to predict the amount of nitrogen to be denitrified
over the treatment cycle. COD instruments can be used to
determine the organic material available and TSS instru-
ments can be used to identify the biomass present in the
containment device 1. Additional instruments including, but
not limited to, ORP, NO,, NO,, NH,, water level, pH, and
temperature instruments may be used individually or in
combination to modify or further monitor other process
parameters. Based on the initial amount of nitrogen that
needs to be denitrified and the denitrifying mass available,
a denitrification equation can be used to calculate the total
anoxic time per cycle. For example, the total anoxic time per
cycle can be calculated with the following equation:

Npenir

AyT= —2ET__
MLSS X DNRx

where DNR, =denitrification rate, N, .,7—amount of nitro-
gen to be denitrified, MLSS=amount of biomass in contain-
ment device 1, and A T=anoxic time per cycle.

The denitrification capacity is manipulated by defining
anoxic time periods when aeration has been terminated. In
one embodiment of present invention, the water source is
then mixed. The duration of the anoxic time of the reaction
phase is a function of the denitrification rate. As used herein,
“denitrification rate” refers to the rate at which nitrate is
converted to nitrogen gas. The denitrification rate can be
determined by using the change in NH, and/or NO; con-
centrations that are measured by NH, and NO; instruments
4, and measuring the reactor biomass with a TSS instrument
over a defined anoxic time. The denitrification rate can be
determined from previously conducted water treatment
cycles, from the current water treatment cycle, and/or from
an established denitrification rate. As used herein, an estab-
lished denitrification rate is one that can be readily found in
literature or calculated from other water sources. The deni-
trification rate can be determined by the following equation:

Npenir

DNR, = —————
T MLSSxA,T

where DNR, =denitrification rate, N, .,7—amount of nitro-
gen to be denitrified, MLSS=amount of biomass in contain-
ment device 1, and A, T=anoxic time. The anoxic time can
be determined by using DO and/or ORP readings received
from the DO and ORP instruments 4 in the containment
device 1. For periods when the denitrification capacity of the
system exceeds the set requirements, the mixers in the
containment device 1 can be shut off to reduce the amount
of energy used. Water level, pH, and temperature instru-
ments can also be used individually or in combination to
modify and/or monitor other parameters of the treatment
process. Similar to the previous embodiments, in the event
it is determined that the target nitrogen setpoint will not be
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reached, the system will use real-time data from the instru-
ments to adjust or correct the control algorithm during the
reaction phase.

FIGS. 6A and 6B shows the logic used to complete
nitrification and denitrification steps in accordance with one
or more of the embodiments of the present invention and as
described in detail above. It is noted that a portion of the
logic is shown in FIG. 6A and the rest of the logic is
continued in FIG. 6B As shown in FIG. 6, after the reaction
phase is completed, a series of calculations are performed to
check nitrification and/or denitrification capacity and com-
pare it against expected results. The control logic for the next
cycle is adjusted to compensate for nitrification discrepan-
cies and to optimize the effluent quality.

In addition to automatically controlling nitrification and
denitrification, the present invention is also directed to a
process of automatically controlling biological phosphorous
removal in a water source. The process can be controlled by
using phosphorus, NO; or a combination thereof, instru-
ments 4 to determine the length of the anaerobic phase of the
treatment cycle. The process utilizes the beginning of the
reaction period for biological phosphorus removal by
restricting the oxygen supply to the water source, and the
phosphorus, NO;, or combination thereof instruments 4 are
used to confirm an anaerobic environment. The length of the
anaerobic phase of a treatment cycle can be determined by
using a rate of change in the amount of phosphorus in the
water source. Once the rate of change decreases from the
stable value, the restriction of oxygen is suspended. The
length of the anaerobic phase of a treatment cycle can also
be determined by using an inputted target phosphorus set-
point, and once the setpoint is achieved, the restriction of
oxygen is suspended. The target phosphorous setpoint is the
phosphorous level that is desired and inputted by a user. The
length of the anaerobic phase of a treatment cycle can also
be determined by using an inputted target nitrate setpoint
and an inputted anaerobic time period setpoint, and once the
amount of nitrate in the water source falls below the nitrate
setpoint for inputted anaerobic time period setpoint, the
restriction of oxygen is suspended. The target nitrate set-
point is the nitrate level that is desired and inputted by a user.
The anaerobic time period setpoint is the length of time the
oxygen is restricted after reaching the target nitrate setpoint,
as inputted by the user. The length of the anaerobic phase of
the treatment cycle may also be selected from a user inputted
minimum and maximum time period setpoint, independent
of the amount of nitrate in the water source. Further, the
methods of determining the length of the anaerobic phase of
treatment may be combined and used together for control.
Once the duration of the absence of oxygen supply is
determined based on the parameters in the water source or
a predetermined time period, air is provided to the system to
create an aerobic phase of the treatment cycle.

Aerobic periods that follow anaerobic periods encourage
luxury or excess phosphorus uptake. The ORP, DO, phos-
phorus and/or NO; instruments are monitored during all
periods of the reaction phase after the initial anaerobic phase
to ensure the system does not reach an anaerobic state
subsequent to the luxury or excess phosphorus uptake. If the
instruments indicate an anaerobic environment in the con-
tainment device 1, the aeration system 10 can be turned on
to transform the containment device 1 to an anoxic or
aerobic environment.

In another embodiment according to the present inven-
tion, the solids retention time (SRT) of the activated sludge
process can also be controlled by measuring total suspended
solids, NH,, NO; and/or temperature in a water source and
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automatically adjusting the biomass wasted. The amount of
biomass wasted is based on the calculated target SRT for the
water source. A nitrifier growth rate can be calculated and
used to determine the aerobic SRT required for the system.
The aerobic SRT and the aerobic time per day can be used
to calculate the total SRT required for the system. The total
SRT is the average time a particle of suspended solids
remains in a wastewater treatment system. Further, as used
herein, the term “nitrifier growth rate” refers to rate at which
nitrogen consuming microorganisms grow in an environ-
ment.

In certain embodiments, the nitrifier growth rate for the
water source can be calculated from a nitrification rate, a
nitrifier yield coeflicient, the biomass in the water source, the
temperature of the water source, or a combination thereof.
The nitrification rate can be determined from previously
conducted water treatment cycles, from the current water
treatment cycle, from an established nitrification rate, or a
combination thereof. Further, as used herein, the term “nitri-
fier yield coefficient” refers to the amount of nitrifying
biomass produced per amount of nitrogen oxidized. The
nitrifier yield coefficient can be selected based on an estab-
lished value, where in an established value is one that can be
readily found in literature or calculated from other water
sources.

In certain embodiments, TSS instruments positioned in
the containment device 1 can be used in combination with
waste activated sludge (WAS) TSS instruments and a WAS
flow meter or indicator to identify the biomass in the
containment device and the biomass wasted per cycle (and
day). Water level, pH, temperature, NH,, NO;, NO,, DO,
and ORP instruments can also be used, either individually or
in combination, to modify and monitor other parameters.

A control algorithm can be used with the data calculated
from the instruments to automatically adjust the wasting
time per day to stabilize the biomass at the sludge age
derived from the nitrifier growth rate for the system. The
control algorithm includes a target total SRT calculation as
shown below:

SF
where SRTy = ——,
GRy

where GRy = NRx X Yy,

where GR,~nitrifier growth rate, NR =nitrification rate,
Y ~nitrifier yield coefficient, SRT ,=aerobic sludge reten-
tion time, SF=safety factor, AT ,=aeration time per day, and
SRT=target total sludge retention time. As used herein, the
term safety factor refers to a multiplier that makes allow-
ances for wastewater variations.

The control algorithm also includes a current sludge
retention time calculation as shown below:

Mass
SRTcug = MLSS
Massyas
where  SRT . r=current  sludge retention time,

Mass, ;; ;s—mass of the biomass in containment device 1, and
Mass ., ~mass of the waste activated sludge per day.

In certain embodiments, the amount of biomass wasted is
adjusted based on the difference between the target SRT for
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the water source and the current biomass for the water
source. The amount of biomass wasted is adjusted by
modifying the duration of time of the wasting period and/or
the flow rate at which the biomass is wasted. An example of
how the duration of time of the wasting period can be
adjusted is by increasing the run time of a pump that is
wasting the biomass. An example of how the flow rate at
which the biomass is wasted can be adjusted is by varying
the speed of the pump that is wasting the biomass. Another
mechanism that can be used to control the biomass wasted
is a control valve.

FIG. 8 shows the logic used to adjust the sludge age in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention
and as described in detail above. As shown in FIG. 8, after
the cycle is completed, a series of calculations are performed
to determine the next cycles wasting time. The wasting time
is determined based on the targeted SRT setpoint calculated
above, using the specific nitrifier growth rate.

Referring to FIG. 7, the present invention can utilize a
continuous influent flow and a pre-reaction wall 30. The
pre-reaction wall 30 is located near the first end 2 of the
containment device 1 where the influent wastewater enters.
The area located between the first end 2 of the containment
device 1 and the pre-reaction wall 30 is a pre-reaction zone
32. In this embodiment, the treatment process can be further
optimized by utilizing conditions within the pre-reaction
zone 32. Due to the high food to mass ratio found in
pre-reaction zone 32, it is an ideal location for simultaneous
nitrification and denitrification. Simultaneous nitrification
and denitrification is performed in the pre-reaction zone 32
by optimizing the environment in relation to DO, ORP, NO,,
NO;, and/or NH, concentrations. The process is controlled
with aeration and/or mixing steps. A separate aeration sys-
tem 33 can be used in the pre-reaction zone 32 in conjunc-
tion with an automated control valve to adjust the amount of
aeration used in the pre-reaction zone 32 independent of that
in the main-reaction zone 34. The control valve can be any
device that is capable of adjusting the aeration system 33
between a fully opened position allowing the maximum
amount of air through, a fully closed position where no air
is allowed through, and any proportion between the fully
opened and closed positions.

The present invention can control the aeration and/or
mixing steps for the simultaneous nitrification and denitri-
fication process by measuring the NH, and NO; in a water
source and calculating their first and second order deriva-
tives. As used herein, “first order derivative” refers to the
rate of change between any two ammonium and/or nitrate
measurements over a period of time. Further, as used herein,
“second order derivative” refers to the variation in the rate
of change between any two ammonium and/or nitrate mea-
surements over a period of time. The change in the first
and/or second order derivative can be used to enable or
disable the supply of oxygen to the water source. The
decrease in the second order derivative of the ammonium in
the water source can be used to disable the supply of oxygen
to the water source, while an increase in the second order
derivative of the ammonium in the water source can be used
to enable the supply of oxygen to the water source. Further,
the increase in the second order derivative of the nitrate in
the water source can be used to disable the supply of oxygen
to the water source, while the decrease in the second order
derivative of the nitrate in the water source can be used to
enable the supply of oxygen to the water source. Further, the
supply of oxygen can be enabled or disabled when the first
order derivative of the ammonium or nitrate in the water
source is equal to zero. During periods where the supply of
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oxygen is enabled, the amount of oxygen supplied can be
varied by adjusting a control valve or the speed of a device
supplying the oxygen. During periods where the supply of
oxygen is disabled, the water source can be mixed where the
mixing can be created by a mixer device and the speed of the
mixing device can be varied.

Referring again to FIG. 7, a propeller pump 36 can be
installed in the pre-reaction wall 30 to control mixing and
recirculation of nitrogen and organic load between the
pre-reaction zone 32 and the main-reaction zone 34. In
certain embodiments, multiple propeller pumps 36 are used.
By controlling the mixing and recirculation between the
pre-reaction zone 32 and the main-reaction zone 34, sub-
strate and influent load distribution can be optimized to
obtain better nitrification, denitrification and biological
phosphorus removal. The propeller pump 36 can operate at
variable speeds, such as at 100% operation speed or it can
be turned off completely for some or all of the reaction
phase. In one embodiment, the propeller pump 36 is a Flygt
Model 4600 series horizontal propeller pump commercially
available by Xylem, Inc. The propeller pump 36 and aeration
systems 10, 33 of both the pre-reaction zone 32 and the
main-reaction zone 34 can be used together or separately to
optimize the conditions in the containment device 1 by using
COD, DO, ORP, pH, NO;, NO,, NH,, and temperature
instruments, either individually or in combination.

In addition to optimizing the aeration and mixing periods
that are part of the reaction phase, the decant phase and
hydraulics of the system can also be used to optimize energy
efficiency while maintaining effluent quality. As used herein,
“decant phase” refers to the period of time after the aerobic,
anoxic and/or anaerobic phases during which the decanter or
other removal mechanism 42, is activated. For systems with
intermittent or continuous influent flow, predictive controls
can be used to maintain the water level in the containment
device 1 as high as possible for each cycle. A higher
operating water level during aeration will provide higher
oxygen transfer efficiency than at lower water levels. The
predictive controls will include feedback from influent flow
meters, sludge blanket monitors, and/or containment device
1 level transmitters to provide information such as last cycle
fill rate, total volume per cycle per containment device 1,
current influent flow rate, historical daily flow trends (diur-
nal peaks and durations), and/or sewer/pump station net-
work. While the decant volume and duration may change
from cycle to cycle, the total length of each cycle will not
change, nor will the time between decants in each contain-
ment device 1 unless an independent control algorithm
determines it is necessary based on an influent flow rate. As
shown in FIG. 7, biomass waste is removed through a device
40 such as a pump and effluent is decanted from the
containment device 1 such as through a decanter or other
removal mechanism 42, separately.

In certain embodiments, the amount of water removed
from a containment device 1 can be automatically con-
trolled. To automatically control the amount of water
removed from a containment device 1, the water level, water
flow, sludge blanket height, or a combination thereof in a
water source within a containment device 1 can be mea-
sured. The term “sludge blanket height” refers to the total
height of a zone or designated space of settled solids. As
noted above, such information can be measured by instru-
ments 4 including, but not limited to, influent flow meters,
sludge blanket monitors, and containment device 1 level
transmitters. The hydraulic performance of a previous treat-
ment cycle, the current treatment cycle, or a predicted future
treatment cycle is also determined at the start of a decant
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phase of the treatment cycle in which water in the contain-
ment device 1 is being controlled. In certain embodiments,
the hydraulic performance of previous treatment cycles is
determined using water flow data from previous treatment
cycles. In other embodiments, the hydraulic performance of
previous treatment cycles is determined using treatment
cycle water fill rates, total water volumes, or a combination
thereof from previous treatment cycles. As used herein, the
term “fill rate” refers to the change in water level over a
period of time and the term “total water volume™ refers to
the volume of water that fills the containment device over
the time period of one cycle. Further, in certain embodi-
ments, the hydraulic performance of the current treatment
cycle is determined by using current water flow data, and the
hydraulic performance of the predicted future treatment
cycle is determined using sewer or pump station network
flow data.

After measuring certain parameters and determining the
hydraulic performance, a target volume of water to be
removed from the containment device 1 for a given treat-
ment cycle can be calculated. The volume of water removed
can be automatically controlled by control unit 8 by moni-
toring the water level in the containment device 1 or the
water flow rate of the effluent B from the containment device
1. The water level in the containment device 1 is used with
the known surface area of containment device 1 to determine
the volume of water removed. The water flow rate of the
effluent B from the containment device 1 can be totalized
over a period of time during which the decanter or other
removal device 42 is activated to determine the volume of
water removed. Further, the removal of water from the
containment device 1 is terminated once the calculated
volume of water to be removed from the containment device
1 for a given treatment cycle has been achieved.

The present invention provides a wastewater treatment
process that automatically treats wastewater in a contain-
ment device 1 such as a batch reactor. As explained in detail
above, the process utilizes, among other things, a control
algorithm to select setpoints and aerobic, anaerobic, and
anoxic time duration automatically based on real-time
instrumentation feedback and without operator input. The
present invention is not only more efficient for operators by
reducing error and time associated with setpoint input, but it
is also conserves energy through the entire treatment process
while optimizing effluent quality.

While various embodiments of the present invention were
provided in the foregoing description, those skilled in the art
may make modifications and alterations to these embodi-
ments without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention. For example, it is to be understood that this
disclosure contemplates that, to the extent possible, one or
more features of any embodiment can be combined with one
or more features of any other embodiment. Accordingly, the
foregoing description is intended to be illustrative rather
than restrictive.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for automatically controlling solids retention
time (SRT) in a water source, the method comprising:

measuring total suspended solids, ammonium, nitrate,
temperature, or a combination thereof in a water
source;

determining an amount of biomass wasted;

calculating a nitrifier growth rate for the water source;

calculating a target SRT for the water source using the
nitrifier growth rate; and

calculating a target amount of biomass to be wasted
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wherein the target amount of biomass to be wasted is
automatically controlled by a control unit based on
modifying a duration of wasting, a flow rate of wasting
or a combination thereof.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the amount of biomass
wasted is determined using a water source flow indicator and
water source total suspended solids measurements.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the nitrifier growth rate
for the water source is calculated from a nitrification rate, a
nitrifier yield coeflicient, the biomass in the water source, the
temperature of the water source, or a combination thereof.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the nitrification rate is
determined from previously conducted water treatment
cycles, from the current water treatment cycle, from an
established nitrification rate, or a combination thereof.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein the nitrifier yield
coeflicient is selected based on established values.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the nitrifier growth rate
is calculated from the following equation (VI):

GRy=NR x Yy VI

where GR,=nitrifier growth rate, NR =nitrification rate,

and Y y=nitrifier yield coefficient.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the target SRT for the
water source is calculated from the nitrifier growth rate for
the water source, a safety factor, an acrobic time per day, or
a combination thereof.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the amount of biomass
wasted is calculated from the following equation (VII):

M Massuyss (VID
aAsSwas = W
wherein  Mass,, ~target mass to be wasted,

Mass, ;; ;—mass of the biomass in containment device,
and SRT=target sludge retention time.

9. A method for automatically controlling the removal of
water from a containment device, the method comprising:

measuring water level, water flow, sludge blanket height,

or a combination thereof in a water source within a
containment device;
determining at a start of a decant phase of a treatment
cycle for the water source a hydraulic performance of
a previous treatment cycle, a current treatment cycle, a
predicted treatment cycle, or a combination thereof;

calculating a volume of water to be removed from the
containment device for a given treatment cycle using
the hydraulic performance of previous treatment
cycles, the current treatment cycle, the predicted treat-
ment cycle, or a combination thereof;

wherein the volume of water removed from the contain-

ment device is automatically controlled by a control
unit by monitoring a water level in the containment
device or a water flow rate of an effluent from the
containment device; and

terminating the removal of water from the containment

device once the calculated volume of water to be
removed from the containment device for a given
treatment cycle has been achieved.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the hydraulic perfor-
mance of previous treatment cycles is determined using
water flow data from previous treatment cycles.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the hydraulic perfor-
mance of previous treatment cycles is determined using
treatment cycle water fill rates, total water volumes, or a
combination thereof from previous treatment cycles.
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12. The method of claim 9, wherein the hydraulic perfor-
mance of the current treatment cycle is determined by using
current water flow data.
13. The method of claim 9, wherein the hydraulic perfor-
mance of the predicted treatment cycle is determined using
sewer or pump station network flow data.
14. A method for automatically controlling biological
phosphorus removal in a water source, the method compris-
ing:
measuring a parameter selected from nitrate, phosphorus
or a combination thereof in a water source;

determining a length of an anaerobic phase of a treatment
cycle based on the selected parameters measured in the
water source;

restricting an oxygen supply to the water source, wherein

a duration of the restriction of oxygen supply is auto-
matically controlled by a control unit based on the
selected parameters measured in the water source or a
predetermined time period; and

dissolving oxygen in the water source after the time

period for the restriction of oxygen is determined to be
completed.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the determining of
the length of the anaerobic phase of a treatment cycle
comprises using a rate of change of an amount of phospho-
rus in the water source.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein the determining of
the length of the anaerobic phase of a treatment cycle
comprises using an inputted phosphorus setpoint and deter-
mining whether the amount of phosphorus in the water
source exceeds the inputted phosphorus setpoint.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the length of the
anaerobic phase of a treatment cycle is determined by
inputting a nitrate setpoint and an inputted anaerobic time
period setpoint and determining when an amount of nitrate
in the water source falls below the nitrate setpoint for the
inputted anaerobic time period setpoint.

18. The method of claim 14, further comprising prevent-
ing future anaerobic phases of the treatment cycle after an
initial anaerobic phase by using an inputted nitrate setpoint
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and determining whether a nitrate in the water source falls
below the inputted nitrate setpoint.

19. The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined
time period that defines the duration of the restriction of
oxygen supply is an inputted setpoint for minimum time
period, maximum time period, or a combination thereof.

20. A method for automatically controlling simultaneous
nitrification and denitrification in a water source, the method
comprising:

measuring ammonium and nitrate in a water source;

calculating a first order derivative based on the measured

ammonium and nitrate in the water source;
calculating a second order derivative based on the mea-
sured ammonium and nitrate in the water source; and
using the first order derivative, second order derivative, or
combination thereof to enable and disable a supply of
oxygen to the water source,
wherein the oxygen supply is automatically controlled by
a control unit.

21. The method of claim 20, further comprising using a
decrease in the second order derivative of the ammonium in
the water source to disable the supply of oxygen to the water
source and an increase in the second order derivative of the
ammonium in the water source to enable the supply of
oxygen to the water source.

22. The method of claim 20, further comprising using a
decrease in the second order derivative of the nitrate in the
water source to enable the supply of oxygen to the water
source and an increase in the second order derivative of the
nitrate in the water source to disable the supply of oxygen to
the water source.

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the supply of oxygen
to the water source is enabled or disabled when the first
order derivative of the ammonium or nitrate measured in the
water source is equal to zero.

24. The method of claim 20, further comprising mixing
the water source when the oxygen supply is disabled.

25. The method of claim 20, further comprising varying
an amount of oxygen supplied to the water source when the
supply of oxygen is enabled.
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